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at his disposal. Colonel de Sucy inhaled the salts which Mme. de Grandville happened to have with her; he opened his eyes, looked towards the mysterious figure that still fled wailing through the meadow, and a faint cry of horror broke from him; he closed his eyes again, with a dumb gesture of entreaty to his friends to take him away from this scene. M. and Mme. de Grandville begged the Councilor to make use of their carriage, adding very obligingly that they themselves would walk.
" Who can the lady be ? " inquired the magistrate, looking towards the strange figure.
" People think that she comes from Moulins," answered M. de Grandville. " She is a Comtesse de Vandi&res; she is said to be mad; but as she has only been here for two months, I cannot vouch for the truth of all this hearsay talk."
M. d'Albon thanked M. and Mme. de Grandville, and they set out for Cassan.
" It is she!" cried Philip, coming to himself. " She? who? " asked d'Albon.
" Stephanie. . . . Ah ! dead and yet living still; still alive, but her mind is gone! I thought the sight would kill me." The prudent magistrate, recognizing the gravity of the crisis through which his friend was passing, refrained from asking questions or exciting him further, and grew impatient of the length of the way to the chateau, for the change wrought in the Colonel's face alarmed him. He feared lest the Countess's terrible disease had communicated itself to Philip's brain. When they reached the avenue at 1'Isle-Adam, d'Albon sent the servant for the local doctor, so that the Colonel had scarcely been laid in bed before the surgeon was beside him.
" If M. le Colonel had not been fasting, the shock must have killed him," pronounced the leech. u He was overtired, and that saved him," and with a few directions as to the patient's treatment, he went to prepare a composing draught himself. M. de Sucy was better the next morning, but the doctor had insisted on sitting up all night with him. al confess, M. le Marquis," the surgeon said, "that I